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Beyond The 
Healing Waters
stephen de Heinrich de 
omorovicza’s fascination with the 
Hungarian baths and desire to keep 
his family’s legacy alive prompted 
him to venture into the world of 
beauty with his coveted thermal 
water-infused skincare line. 

the mention of  thermal baths typically conjures images 
of people soaking up in hot bubbling water half-asleep. 
But for Stephen de heinrich de Omorovicza, the 
thermal baths, more specifically – his family-owned 
bathhouse – is where love blossomed and a pioneering 
skincare empire was born.  

having spent most of his time growing up in 
Switzerland, Omorovicza, the heir of the noble 
Omorovicza family returned to his hometown Budapest 
for work, where he crossed paths with his wife-to-be 
american diplomat Margaret Dickinson. the duo paid 
a visit at the Rácz, a luxurious 16th century spa built 
by Omorovicza's ancestor centuries ago. Inspired and 
intrigued by the powerful healing effects of the thermal 
spring water on Margaret’s complexion, they bottled 
samples of it and ran tests at the laboratory. In 2006, 
Omorovicza founded his eponymous brand – a family-
run company offering products that are infused with 
the elements of the thermal waters and hungarian 
skincare traditions. 

During a recent visit to hong kong to unveil 
his latest products at Joyce Beauty, he shares his 
philosophy on accessorising, the most common 
grooming mistake among men and his greatest passion 
outside of work. 

How would you describe your style? 
Most things I own are blue, which happens to be 
my favourite colour. I love the idea of apparel with 
minimalistic and understated design coupled with 
beautiful cuttings. aside from turtleneck tops and 
cashmere jumpers, I swear by quality jackets with nice 
fitting and materials. My tailor, who creates exceptional 
custom-made suits, never fails to elevate my looks. I 
would describe my style as fairly classic overall, but when 
I’m not in business attire, I’m usually spotted in casual 
jackets, denims and trainers. One of my go-to points 
for shopping is Slowear, an Italian company that offers 
stylish and sleek wardrobe essentials for me to mix and 
match, including chinos, knitwear, shirts and jackets. 

What’s your accessorising philosophy? 
In general, I actually don’t accessorise too much as I tend 
to lose everything that I don’t carry. My personal watch 
collection comprises of timepieces that I received when 
I was young, including a very simple Rolex edition and a 
gold Bulgari watch. the Uk is a great place for wearing 
hats; I often wear flat caps when I go hunting in the 
woods. I always turn to paul Smith for funny socks, and 
I love browsing around antique shops when I’m in the 
mood to look for weird cufflinks.

What’s your greatest passion outside of work?
I find it absolutely essential to have a thriving cultural 
life as that keeps me stimulated. I need to have regular 
exposure to the arts scene, which means frequent visits 
to art exhibitions, music performances and beyond. as a 
family, our travel plans often revolve around the global 
arts calendar; some of the annuals events we attend are 
Basel Miami and Frieze New York.

Tell us about one of your favourite spas  
in the world.
I think what defines a good spa is whether it 
transports you to a calm and wonderful place or not. 
One of my all-time favourites is Four Seasons hotel 
London park. Located on the top floor of the property, 
the spa takes up a whole floor and boasts an out-of-
this-world view of the metropolis. 

Name a common grooming mistake among men? 
Soap on face. Men often use soap on their face whilst 
repetitively making proud declarations about this 

frowned-upon habit. Since men don’t wear makeup, 
it’s often easy for them to neglect the importance of 
cleansing. But what they often forget is that they are 
exposed to the same amount of pollution as women, 
hence it’s equally crucial for them to give their faces a 
proper rinse with an effective cleanser. One of my go-
to products is Omorovicza’s thermal cleansing balm, 
which includes contains calcium and magnesium-rich 
hungarian Moor Mud derived from Lake hévíz. Rich 
and gentle, the unique mineral complex detoxifies 
and purifies the skin, leaving the complexion soft and 
hydrated.

How do you maintain healthy skin  
when travelling?
For someone like me who travels very often, my skin 
has to adapt to huge climate changes as I hop from 
one corner of the world to the other. Regular exposure 
to extreme climate changes and constant plane rides 
can take a toll on my skin. therefore, I use a lot of 
skincare. Obviously since we make them, we have 
no shortage of quality skincare goods. I think the 
best trick is to cover your face with layers of quality 
skincare products during nighttime.

What are your views on nighttime  
skincare rituals? 
Long working hours, spending time under the sun 
and exposure to pollution are just some of the deadly 
damaging elements to our skin. But as you go to sleep, 
this is the time when the body can undergo repair and 
detoxification. For individuals with combination or 
oily skin, apply deep-moisurising mask at night to give 
your skin sufficient hydration without having to worry 
about the shine on your complexion as you’re asleep. 
You will wake up to brighter, smoother and more 
even-toned complexion the next morning.

What’s the one thing you can’t live without?
Spontaneous lifestyle. If you run your own 
international business, chances are you’ll be 
constantly on the move. For example, I was in tokyo 
on tuesday, in Shanghai yesterday and here I am in 
hong kong today. I enjoy the luxury of travelling 
around the world, whether it is for business or 
pleasure. I would always prefer this unprompted 
nature of living than being chained to an office desk. 


